Cardiovascular effects of increasing sodium chloride concentrations microinjected into the nucleus tractus solitarii of the rat.
Unilateral microinjection of increasing sodium chloride concentrations (154.0-256.6 mM) into the nucleus tractus solitarii (NTS) of urethane-anesthetized rats evoked hypotension and bradycardia. The effect was elicited only in a restricted area of the mediocaudal NTS. Microinjection of demineralized water, an isotonic sucrose solution and artificial cerebrospinal fluid were without effect. The possible existence of sodium-sensitive neurons in the NTS is discussed.